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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SKYWARN SPOTTER








Estimating Wind Speed





25-30 mph	large branches move; 


	whistling heard in wires.


30-40 mph	whole trees move.


40-45 mph	twigs and small branches 


	break; walking impeded.


45-55 mph	larger branches and weak 


	limbs may break; slight 


	structural damage occurs.


55-65 mph	moderate structural 


	damage and tree damage 


	occur.


65 + mph	heavy to severe structural 


	and tree damage occur.





Measuring Hail
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What to Report





Tornadoes


Funnel clouds


Rotating wall clouds


Hail (any size)


Winds (50 mph +)               (Estimated or measured?)


Flooding


Snowfall (3” or greater)


Ice accumulation


Any weather phenomena causing death or serious injury





How to Report





Who you are


What you observed


Where the event occurred (Exact location and Cnty)


When the event occurred


Damage that you witnessed





Frequency Information





Primary ARES/RACES Repeater


Callsign:	W9NN


Output Frequency:	146.985


Input Frequency:	146.385


PL:	None








Backup ARES/RACES Repeater


Callsign:	K9UW


Output Frequency:	146.670


Input Frequency:	146.070


PL:	114.8





Command to turn off PL on the Backup ARES/RACES Repeater (146.670) is to issue the touch tones “7411”.  This will disable PL until the repeater has 10 full minutes of inactivity.  At that time, it will revert back to a PL of 114.8








Skywarn Spotter Locations





#	Township	Location


1	Eau Pleine	Cty H & Mead Ave


2	Carson	Hwy 34 & Cty M


3	Carson	Cty O & one block


		West on Cty M


4	Linwood	Cty II & Cty PP


5	Grant	Cty F & Cty FF


6	Grant	Cty F (.3 miles


		South of Mill Rd)


7	Pine Grove	Hwy 51 to “D” exit


		West to Central 


		Sands Road


8	Almond	Cty EE & Cty A


9	Stockton	Cty J & 5th St


10	Stockton/	Cty J & 10th St


	Sharon


11	Sharon	Cty Y & Cty K


12	Dewey	Dewey Dr & Willow


		Spring Dr








ARES/RACES Member Information








During a disaster situation, individual members available for assignment will be identified by the Net Control Station (NCS) and assigned as necessary.


ARES/RACES volunteers may be assigned directly to the disaster site or to a Staging Area (SA) by the NCS. If assigned to the disaster site, volunteers should check-in (IN PERSON) with the On Scene Command Post (OSCP).  Do not use the radio for this type of check-in.


Only licensed Amateur Radio Operators may volunteer.  Family members are not allowed to accompany the radio operator unless they are needed for health reasons, and this situation must be approved by the NCS, Emergency Coordinator or Assistant Emergency Coordinator prior to any assignment.


All ARES/RACES volunteers assigned to the disaster site, staging area, or the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) ham shack must have in their possession their ARES and RACES/Emergency Management identification cards. The preferred method is to have these cards laminated and visibly attached to the volunteer in some fashion.  Remember to bring a drivers license or other photo ID.


In order to avoid added confusion of unnecessary and unauthorized personnel on the scene, only those volunteers directly assigned to the disaster site or staging area should go there.


All volunteers should be equipped with portable radios and extra battery packs. They should also have at their disposal mobile units and magnetic mount antennas.


ARES/RACES members may be asked to provide communication between the disaster site and support sites such as hospitals, staging areas or served agency command centers.  All such traffic must be authenticated by the agency official who originates the message and takes responsibility for it. All traffic must be routed through the NCS. You must indicate precedence. National Traffic System (NTS) methods are recommended.








It should be noted that the mission of ARES/RACES is to provide communications.  Not fire fighting, law enforcement, first aid or any other activity.  If requested to provide non-communications activity, you must clear that assignment with the Emergency Coordinator or an Assistant Emergency Coordinator.


While a disaster situation may require the taking of certain calculated risks in order to accomplish the mission, ARES/RACES members are responsible for their own safety and should take no action that places them in personally jeopardy.  In a questionable situation, pull back and report your situation to the NCS.


Whenever possible, all formal traffic should be written.  Possible taping of any frequencies in use may be initiated at the onset of an emergency.


Mobile severe weather spotting in nighttime darkness is an increased risk and will not be initiated. However a severe weather net can still be conducted with spotters checking in from home and other sheltered locations.


Under federal regulations, the contents of messages handled by amateur radio operators are not to be divulged to unauthorized persons. Similarly, no compensation of any kind may be received in return for the performance of communication services by Amateur Radio.


Almost everyone has a scanner. Even though you are allowed to monitor frequencies outside the amateur bands by law, you MAY NOT repeat, divulge or publish the existence, substance, purport, effect, or meaning of communications to any person(s).  Remember, this is for any frequency outside of the amateur bands.  The exceptions to this law state “…shall not apply to the receiving, divulging, publishing, or utilizing the contents of any radio communication which is transmitted by a station for the use of the general public, which relates to ships, aircraft, vehicles, or persons in distress, or which is transmitted by an amateur radio station operator or by a citizen band radio operator.

















